
Virtual NCAS on Campus 
BREAKING NEWS: NASA Career Simulation opens for business 

Eighty-seven community college students 
from across the U.S. received an invitation 
to participate in NCAS on Campus’ pioneer 
NASA Career Simulation, Aug. 2– 6, 2021. 
This NCAS experience consists of a five- 
week online activity that culminates with a 
four-day event and offers students the op-
portunity to learn more about NASA and 
STEM careers. In the virtual NASA Career 
Simulation, students assume the role of a 
NASA employee on a distinguished NASA 
Work Team responding to a request for proposal. The charge is to design a Proof of 
Concept mission preparing the way for human exploration. Teams must develop an expe-
dition goal for future human missions, deploy Autonomous Pop-up Flat Folding Explorer 
Robots (A-PUFFERs), navigate locations on the lunar surface, and develop a plan to 
communicate discoveries. Each work team is led by a STEM-industry professional.

During the NCAS on Campus NASA Career Simulation, schol-
ars virtually tour local STEM facilities, learn about NASA’s 
aerospace partners in their campus communities, network with 
mentors from STEM industry, collaborate with like-minded 
students from across the country, receive resume feedback, 
learn about NASA internships and how to apply, and strength-
en understanding of STEM by enabling powerful connections 
to NASA’s mission and work.

Summing up the week-long NASA Career Simulation, students 
expressed their appreciation during the closing ceremony. 

Using one word, a few students described the ex-
perience as “unbelievable,” “eye-opening,” “exciting,” 
and “engaging.” One student from College of the 
Desert stated, “This experience really reinvigorated 
my dream to excel. I realized that even though I’m 
a business major, I could still work for NASA.”

The second NCAS on Campus NASA Career 
Simulation runs Sept. 27– Oct. 1, 2021. 
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NASA’S Minority University Research and Education 
Project (MUREP) engages underrepresented populations 
through a wide variety of initiatives. Multiyear grants are 
awarded to assist Minority Institution 
faculty and students in research of 
pertinent missions.

MUREP

www.nasa.gov

What’s happening now?
Heather Thomas, an Information Technology Specialist at NASA’s Johnson Space Center and a 2012 NCAS alum, shared 
her NASA story with 90 NCAS scholars Wednesday, Aug. 4, 2021. Her moving story included leaving her family in Arizona 
for an internship at NASA’s Kennedy Space Center. She currently works as the IT/Cybersecurity Lead for The Orion Program 
Planning and Control Office. Cesilia Negrete, one of the scholars, stated, “Hearing your story really inspires me to continue 
my journey and my dream of working with NASA. You’re an inspiration. Cheers to everyone out there new and old. [It’s] never 
too late to follow your dreams in space.” To watch the discussion, in its entirety, please click here.

What’s happening next?
NCAS Campus and NCAS Virtual Experiences are recruiting students for the spring 2022 session. 
The application period is open Sept. 1– Oct. 13, 2021.

Milestones
NCAS Virtual Experience inspires students
One hundred eighty-seven community college students from 26 states participated in the fifth Virtual NCAS 
Experience July 19 – 29, 2021.  

With help from NASA centers across the country, scholars learned valuable information about resume building, 
the diverse NASA internship possibilities, and heard inspirational stories from NASA’s workforce, including interns 
who are NCAS alumni.

Scholars worked in teams, led by NASA mentors, developed a rover or habitat mission to either the Moon or Mars. 
At the end of the nine days, the teams showcased their final presentations to NASA scientists and engineers.

Asked to reflect on her experience Delaney Theilman said, “I hope to transfer to Virginia Tech next year to enter 
one of their engineering programs. I am very excited for how NCAS has motivated and encouraged me to reach 
my long-term goals.” Delaney Theilman

VIDEO

Triton College awarded Oumou Toure, spring 2021 NCAS alum, a summer internship at Fermilab, where she is 
currently working on a new Hadron Monitor Test Stand motor controller program.

Toure recently graduated from Triton College with an Associate in Science and will attend Illinois Institute of 
Technology (IIT) in fall 2021 to pursue a bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering. She credits her success to NCAS. 
“Thanks to NCAS, I learned a lot about STEM and now, I am 100% sure that I want to pursue a career in STEM.”

Marco Gudino participated in NCAS in fall 2019, during his last semester at Pasadena City College, before 
transferring to San Francisco State University. “This program helped me feel like I belonged and could work for 
NASA. NCAS offered excellent training and introduced me to professionals from different NASA centers,” stated 
Marco. NCAS is where Marco met his mentor, and his mentor encouraged him to apply for a NASA internship.

Now, Marco currently interns at NASA’s Kennedy Space Center (KSC) in the STEM Engagement department 
and will begin his second internship at KSC in Exploration Research and Technology Programs in the fall.

Nadine Ordaz, a current research intern at University of California Berkeley’s Space Sciences Laboratory, works 
with research physicist and mentor Brian Harding. She is currently working on the data analysis of the MIGHTI 
instrument on NASA’s ICON satellite.

Ordaz recently graduated from Berkeley City College with an Associate in Science and will attend the University 
of California San Diego in the fall to pursue a bachelor’s degree in math.
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